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As a club, COVID gave us some challenges but now that we are hopefully past the
worst of the pandemic, we can plan more activities and social functions. I’ve
gotten a lot of really great suggestions and ideas for the club both individually and
through the email survey and I’m working with the leadership team to prioritize
and schedule as much as we can. Thanks to everyone who responded, spoke up at
the meeting or walked up to me at the field to give me your suggestions.

I wish we could take on everything at once, but realistically we can’t, so we
prioritized suggestions based on popularity and the resources available to the club.
Not surprisingly, Picnics, fun fly's and flight instruction lead the way for activities.
Maintenance of the facilities also made the top of the list as everyone wants to
have a nice environment to enjoy our hobby, so these are the areas we will focus
on first.

We had our first swap meet in several years and many members have provided
positive feedback. This was a great team effort championed by Rusty Pieper and
many club members pitching in (pictures in Show and Tell). Hopefully, it will
become an annual event. Additionally, we have our club picnic/fun-fly scheduled
for March 18, the Sebastian Freedom Festival on July 4th as well as an invitational
fun-fly notionally scheduled for the fall. Additionally, I’m looking for
ideas/suggestions for a summer event for those of us brave enough to take on the
heat. Our leadership team will also provide information addressing member
interests on Field Maintenance, Membership Cards and Financial Reserve/CD in
this newsletter.

I’m excited to be president of the Airmasters RC Club for the upcoming year and
am looking forward to working with everyone to continue with the great traditions
of our club and hopefully start a few new traditions as well. Looking forward to an
exciting 2023! Happy landings!

Your club President,
Conway Bolt
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From the President

Hi all and Happy New Year!

This will be my 3rd year as a member of the Airmasters and I’m
looking forward to working with our leadership team as the new club
president to make this a great year!

https://airmastersrc.org/contact/
mailto:mdhobbs@bellsouth.net?subject=Airmaster%20Input%20to%20the%20Editor
http://www.airmastersrc.org/clubinfo.html
https://airmastersrc.org/contact/
https://airmastersrc.org/join/
http://www.modelaircraft.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.airmastersrc.org/index.html
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://www.airmastersrc.org/index.html
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Vice-President’s Update

Greetings fellow Airmasters,

I’m the new club Vice-President and I am thrilled to be part of this great organization. Although I have
only been a member for one year, I have gained an enormous appreciation for the club and all that we
do on a daily basis.

Being recently retired it was a goal of mine to learn RC flying when I finally retired from NY State
government. Last January I showed up at the field with a newly purchased Carbon Cub RTF and inquired
how I might get started. Conway Bolt and Mike Hobbs offered to take the plane up to see if it was air
worthy. Well, the plane sure was but when Mike let me try the aileron stick (while he was still holding
the transmitter) I quickly realized this is not as easy as it looks. Next step was to reach out to Tom
Kempf who was kind enough to take me on as a student. Long story short, after a few months I was on
my own flying solo. I’m still learning but I could never have made it this far without the help from
numerous members who continue to help me out and offer encouragement.

Rob Stevens

I’m looking forward to helping the club move forward in 2023. We need to find ways to
attract new members and I believe new pilot training is a key component. We have a
strong leadership team with folks dedicated to making Airmasters RC Club the best club in
Florida.

Club Treasurer

Financial Reserve/CD: Each month during the treasurer’s report we provide the status of our $13K CD.
Many of us don’t know why the club even has a $13k CD; the money was earning .02% but we were able
to renew the CD at 3.6%. Questions have come up as to why we don’t just spend the money on projects
for the club. I asked the same question, so if you’re wondering, you’re not alone.

In a nutshell, this money is the club’s cash reserve in the event we have a catastrophic event. Several
years ago, the board at that time had the foresight to prepare the club financially in the event of an
emergency. If we have a major storm that damages our clubhouse or the hogs break through the electric
fence and tear up the field, we have the means to pay for repairs so we can quickly return to flying.
Without this money, the club would have to ask the members to help financially, which is something we
want to avoid.

At the last board meeting, we agreed that we should investigate further to consider whether
this amount is sufficient given the rising costs of construction and land management and to
be ready at the next board meeting in March to recommend what amount we should be
keeping in reserve and how we get there.

Geoff Templeton
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Safety Coordinator Update

Hello fliers!

Happy new years to all of you. All in all, we had a great 2022 with minimal issues. Let’s keep up the
great work and strive to keep safety first at the club. Let’s remember have throttle cuts in our planes and
always fly the pattern when multiple planes are in the air.

Safety rules for setups and tuning of planes as follows:

Building Interior Safety
While being maintained or repaired under the building roof, all aircraft are to be disconnected from power
unless the propellers have been removed. All live testing of power systems is to be done outside the
building, properly restrained on a table or on the ground, and headed toward the runway. Cars may be
maintained inside the building but must be disconnected from power. Vehicle motor testing must be done
outside the building.

A few reminders:
1. No flying over the pits.
2. No flying out of pavilion or pits, all planes must be on runway to take off.
3. Make sure all planes have throttle cuts setup in transmitter.
4. If you need to work on planes/ cars under pavilion, props must be removed and no live engines.
5. All new fliers must be on a buddy box until solo is checked off by instructor.

I want to personally thank all members for following the safety guidelines that have
been set up for our club and to make the club a great place to fly.

Safe flying!!!
Ray Jones

Flight Instruction/Certification

Airmasters RC instructors are dedicated to helping new members gain the knowledge and skills needed to
safely enjoy remote control aircraft flight. Flight instructors are available at the airfield each morning from
sun rise until approximate 9:00 am.

Airmasters RC instructors:
• Take us up for our first buddy box flight
• Coach us on our first take-off
• Demonstrating level pattern flight
• Encourage us as we practice the pattern “3 mistakes high”
• Coach us to go easy… a little more easy… on the elevator control and let the aircraft settle gently on the

runway
• And after they pat us on the back when we are finally greasing in perfect landings and say it’s time for you

to solo… off the buddy box - They stand by us!

Airmasters Field Safety Rules - General Provisions - II. Pilots
Permission to fly solo is restricted to current AMA members. club members or their guests may fly using a
buddy box yoked to a master transmitter in the hands of a qualified instructor. ln order to qualify to fly solo,
a pilot must demonstrate to the safety coordinator, club officer or flight instructor his/her safe control of the
RC aircraft.

Thank you to all our Airmasters RC Flight Instructors past, present and future!! 
They help us realize our dreams of flight!
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Membership

Remember that AMA membership is required for insurance coverage for both the field and racetrack. I will
be contacting members, in the beginning of the month to remind them that their AMA membership is
expiring and needs to be renewed.

As of 1/7/2023 we have 102 paid members. Please check the list of current members posted on the bulletin
board at the field to make sure that your membership and contact information is current. If you need to
renew your membership and/or update your contact information, use Join/Renew Airmasters RC Club
membership form posted on the website or in the club house.

AMA membership is paid for 12 months or more, based on the renewal duration chosen. AMA is valid
beginning on the date of payment. If your AMA membership expires, you are no longer insured and will be
unable to fly or drive at the club.

Airmasters RC Club membership dues are paid annually due on January 1st and is valid from January 1st
through December 31st.

The MEMBERSHIP fees are:

INITIATION FEE $10.00 per adult - $5.00 per junior membership
Renewals, the initiation fee is required if delinquent for a full year

Open membership $75.00. Family membership $85.00
Junior membership (under 18 years old as of July 1st) $10.00

Please make checks payable to Airmasters RC and send to:
Airmasters RC Club
P.O. Box 780498
Sebastian, FL 32958

It is important to know, Airmasters RC membership is from Jan 1st to December 31st and not from the month
you joined the club or the month your AMA membership needs to be updated. If your AMA membership
expires, or your Airmasters RC dues are not renewed, all flying, driving and voting privileges are suspended
until those issues are resolved.

All new members will be receiving a membership card and a welcome letter. A copy of the welcome letter is
provided on the following page.

Membership Cards: With almost 160 members from last year’s count, not everyone recognizes everyone in
the club. In order to ensure that only members (or their guest) are flying at the field. We are asking everyone
to have your Airmasters RC membership card and your AMA card with you when you are flying at the field.
Ensuring that all pilots engaged in flying have a current membership with both the club and the AMA will help

ensure we have this wonderful location to fly for the future. The club has purchased card holders with a
clip so you can display both cards back-to-back. I will be handing these out at the meetings or
mailing one with your renewals.

Clips will be available at the monthly meetings. Please do your part, wear your cards and help
the club stay safe and secure this year!

Judi Ingerowski
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Welcome to Airmasters RC Club

We value our members as part of our family and hope you enjoy happy days and good memories. Thank you for joining us
and welcome to Airmasters.

We are providing you with information regarding the rules and regulations of our club. Be sure to check our website and
newsletter for further information.

As a member of Airmasters, you are required to:
• Complete an Airmasters application enrollment form. https://airmastersrc.org

• AMA magazines and emails are great sources for the latest information.
• Obtain a valid AMA membership (insurance and safety rules) https://www.modelaircraft.org
• If you plan to fly, you must also:

• Take and pass the free, The Recreational UAS Safety Test (TRUST) https://www.modelaircraft.org/trust (This is 
easier than you might think)

• Register your aircraft with the FAA at: https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/register
• Currently $5.00 – registration number can be used on all your aircraft.

• The FAA considers anything that flies and can be maneuvered remotely to be a drone. To fly under the FAA 
regulations for the Recreational Operations of Unmanned Aircraft you must:

• Pass an aeronautical knowledge and safety test (TRUST)
• Register with the FAA
• Mark your unmanned radio-controlled drone(s) with your FAA registration number on the exterior
• Fly only for recreational purposes
• Follow the safety requirements of the AMA and Airmasters RC
• Keep your aircraft within the visual line of sight or use a visual observer
• Give way and do not interfere with any manned aircraft
• Fly at or below 400 feet above ground level.

SAFETY and FAA
• Abide with the Airmasters RC rules and regulations. https://airmastersrc.org/safety/
• Abide by the AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Guide. 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/system/files/documents/105.pdf
• For complete AMA Manual:    https://modelaircraft.org/files/100.pdf
• In order to solo fly at Airmasters RC field, new members must receive clearance from one of our instructors, a safety 

coordinator or a club officer.    https://airmastersrc.org/instruction/

MEMBERSHIP
AMA membership is required for insurance coverage. Our insurance will not cover members if they have not renewed their
AMA membership. You will not be able to use radio control for any purpose until you have a valid AMA number.

RACE TRACK
• Participants must take care not to deliberately or repetitively ram, bump or disregard other racers on the track.
• Do not switch on your transmitter or drive your car in the pit area.
• Respect all skill levels by being patient.
• Drivers are solely responsible for their cars and must have total control of their car until it has been safely switched off .

Feel free to contact me at any time for any information you need. I am always happy to help our members.

Best regards,

Judi Ingerowski
Membership Chairman
astrogen14@gmail.com

https://airmastersrc.org/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/trust
https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/register
https://airmastersrc.org/safety/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/system/files/documents/105.pdf
https://modelaircraft.org/files/100.pdf
https://airmastersrc.org/instruction/
mailto:astrogen14@gmail.com


©Copyright 2023 Airmasters RC Club

Field Marshal News

Guys and gals, 

As we start the new year, we are now experiencing some cooler
weather. Sometimes a little cooler than others. We did have a lot of
rain over the last few months and part of the entrance road washed
away… again. We got temporary road repairs done and some minor
clean up was completed, without any major interruption to operations.

Last summer, we cut the grass along both sides of the electric fence and applied weed stop to keep the
grass from growing up around the fence. The weed stop is doing its job and we have a good clear area
around the fence now. This fence is the only thing keeping the hogs from rooting up the runways. If you
see anything wrong with the electric fence, like when you are unfortunate enough to have to retrieve a
plane outside of the fence line and you see a part of the fence that is down, please let me know.

When the sun is behind the clouds it is very easy to get disoriented in the woods. If you venture outside of
the fence, make sure you have a cell phone with you. Having a cell phone with either Google maps or a
compass app is very useful. Anyone who does not have one of these on their phones can see me and I will
be glad to help install this on your phone.

Field Maintenance: I appreciate the input from our members showing interest in the maintenance of our
facility. I am coordinating a field maintenance workday for January 21st. Many hands make light work, so
please come out and help.

Maintenance items include:
• Trim palm trees coming up both sides of driveway
• Trim ditch line on south side of field
• Re-screw airplane tables
• Take boards off top of flight line fence and reverse them and re-screw (fixes the sagging boards).
• Replace metal fence on flight line
• Clean out clubhouse building
• Fix overhead screen netting in clubhouse ceiling

Thank you to everyone that participates in field projects that preserve and improve our club grounds for
everyone’s enjoyment. All members are encouraged to join in clean-up, workdays and special projects
when they are scheduled to ensure that our facility is well maintained, safe and ready to enjoy at all times.

The club does not have trash service, so it
is important that everyone help keep our
grounds clean and free of clutter by taking
everything you bring to the field back out
with you and, as they say, “leave only
footprints.”

Photos courtesy of Mike Hobbs

Until next time keep the
planes in the air and your
feet on the ground!

Brett Givens
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Photos courtesy of BT Hobby website

Airmasters RC Pilot Memorial

A special thank you to Chip Hayes and Paul Jacobs
for restoring and updating our Airmasters RC Pilot
memorial plaque. Chip made the board out of some
real nice lumber he had in his wood shop, and he
cleaned up the individual plaques and reinstalled
them. Paul did research, with the help of memories
from several club members, and new plaques were
made and added.

The picture does not reflect the care and quality put
into this honorarium. When you are at the field next
time, take a few moments to view the craftmanship
and share “In Memory of Airmasters RC Pilots Who
Have Made Their Last Takeoff” remembering our
times together. There are many good times and
stories to be shared and we thank them for
touching down in our lives.

Remembering Tom MacLean

I heard the news at the field the last weekend of 2022, that Tom, or "Tommy"
as I know him, from BT Hobby passed away. Someone said when. I didn’t
process the date as I was so taken back by the news. He was only 58. They said
it was December. No one knew for sure what date. Speculation was that he
succumbed to complications of pneumonia. I have known Tommy for over 10
years since he worked for Hoge in the small shop next to the new larger
Riverside Hobby shop. I know he was always friendly and gave discounts to
Airmasters RC members. He was very happy to support both aircraft pilots and
truck drivers alike. Often, when you bought the repair/upgrade parts he would
put in them in for you.

I didn't actually know his full name until now. I searched the internet and found
that Thomas Craig MacLean was the Principal owner of BT Hobby, LLC.

I looked at the membership list at the field and he is not listed as a current member. I believe he has been an
important figure in support of our club. One of our club trainers was recently donated to the club by his family
and friends. I believe Tommy was a good man with his heart in the support of our shared hobbies. We honor
him and his support of our club.

Mike Hobbs 

High Flight 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth and danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; Sunward I've
climbed and joined the tumbling mirth of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things you have not
dreamed of — wheeled and soared and swung high in the sunlit silence.

Hov'ring there, I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air.

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace where never lark,
or ever eagle flew.

And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod the high untrespassed sanctity of space, put out my hand, and
touched the face of God.

— John Gillespie Magee, Jr
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Lost Plane Finding Pt 1
By Conway Bolt

Recently, I was flying my new pattern

trainer and got it a little too far out over

the trees on the west end of the field

with the plane flying away from me. I

banked left and pulled up on the sticks

to bring her around.

The plane dove for the ground, apparently inverted, and it disappeared into the trees. I spent hours looking for

that plane and never found it. I’ve heard many members in Vulture’s Row jokingly remark that we could stock

Riverside Hobbies with all the lost planes that are back in the woods. Ironically, while searching for my plane, I

found another, too high and weathered to be recoverable. Despite a considerable amount of searching on foot

and even with a drone, I never found my plane. I got frustrated. My plane was out there somewhere, I’d

probably walked within a few feet of it, why can’t I find it ?!?! This experience, and my interest in solving

practical problems, spurred my interest in finding lost planes; specifically, what can be done to increase the

odds of finding a lost plane, and what technologies are available to help in search and recovery.

The following is the first part of a multi-part series on finding lost R/C planes. In this part, we’ll look at the

problem and demonstrate why it is critically important to get a good fix on where the plane went down before

you start running off into the woods to recover your bird. In future articles, we’ll discuss marking the search

area, using smart-phone navigation tools, lost plane alarms & other onboard systems, drones and of course

search safety.

If you crash anywhere outside of the boundaries of the hog fence, you’re going to be hoofing it through rough

terrain to find your plane. While each potential crash site around the field (N/S/E/W) presents its own

challenges with terrain and foliage, we’re going to use the woods off to the west end of the field for discussion

as this is in line with our main runway and we are either taking off or turning onto final over these woods. I

believe this area is home to many lost planes.

Safety First

My other favorite sport is trail riding bicycles and as such, I venture out into the woods regularly. Over the

years I’ve encountered hogs, wild turkeys, bobcats, coyotes, snakes, wasps, ticks as well as saw palmetto

which will cut you. If you’re going to venture out into the woods, I recommend taking water, your smart phone

(be sure to check your battery %), shoes, and long pants. Also be sure to tell someone you’re heading out and

make sure they know how to reach you. Extremely important: know how to get back to the field. This sounds

like an obvious statement, but you can’t walk a straight line in our woods for long and that, combined with

frequent looking up and down can disorient you. Use the position of the sun if it’s not directly overhead and

also know where to find the compass app on your smartphone. We’ll cover using your smartphone as a

navigation tool in a later section.

Show and Tell, Tips and Techniques from the Members
This section is for members to share their projects, lessons they have learned or techniques they have
developed with other members. If you have a tip or technique you would like to share, please send your input
to the editor: mdhobbs@bellsouth.net.

mailto:mdhobbs@bellsouth.net
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Lost Plane Finding Pt 1 (cont.)
The Scenario

You’re standing at the pilot’s station directly in front of the club house, your plane is over the woods to

the west (left), when something unexpected happens, and your plane crashes into the woods. You

estimate that it was about 450 feet beyond the tree line in the woods. So you hurriedly put down your

transmitter, take appropriate safety precautions, and walk out into the woods but you can’t find your

plane anywhere. Many of us have this story, so what are we doing wrong?

Intuitively, we understand that knowing where our plane went down is extremely important in locating

our planes, but in the heat of the moment as your plane is in the process of crashing into the woods, we

can’t be sure as to exactly where that location may be. If we’re off by a few degrees in either direction,

the uncertainty adds up quickly. Because this is an angle error, we’ll call it Azimuth Error (AE) for this

discussion. How sure are you about the distance? It’s approximately 450ft to the tree line and your

estimate is that your plane is another 450ft back from that for a total of 900ft from where you were

flying. This is your Range Error (RE). Finally, unless your plane was headed straight for the ground, it was

likely flying some distance over the trees after you lost sight of it. This increases both your AE and RE.

Let’s look at the situation graphically to better understand the problem we’re facing. The yellow arrow

represents our best guess for where we think the plane went down; 900 feet from the pilot’s stand. Now

dig out your trigonometry that you’ve forgotten since high school. At this distance, an AE of as little as +/-

10 degrees yields a +/- error in feet of 160 multiplied by 2 since the error can be in either direction for a

total of 320ft. These limits are depicted by the top and bottom extents of the blue box. Using 10% as an

estimate for our RE gives us +/- 90ft, again multiplied by 2 as the error is in either direction, gives us a

total RE of 180ft. Sizing up the size of the search area this way we have a 320 feet (AE) x 180 feet (RE)

search area or 57,600 sq/ft search area. There are 43,560 sq/ft in an acre so our search area is 1.3 acres

in a heavily wooded area with thick brush to boot. Also keep in mind that your plane can be either in the

trees or on the ground (or both) further expanding where you need to look.
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Lost Plane Finding Pt 1 (cont.)
Obviously, having a good idea where your plane went down aids greatly in finding it. Range error will only

be improved by your judgment and experience. If you want to get a better “feel” for how far back a

certain distance is, walk back in the woods with your smartphone or GPS. Look at where planes are

overflying the woods and note the distance from the pilot’s stand. Even better, if you have access to a

drone, the controller will often display the range. Fly a drone out to a point and check the distance to see

what it looks like from the pilot’s stand at different ranges. This way the next time you see a plane go

down, you’ll have a better idea how far back something is and what it looks like. Obviously, the drone will

be smaller than your plane, but it will give you a feel for the distance. Reducing Azimuth error is

theoretically easier. When you see a plane go down, pick the tree in the tree line where you last saw the

plane before you move or go put down your transmitter. Double check and confirm with a section of the

hog fence (by the post, towards the center, etc). The reason for this is that in my personal experience,

when I think I have the right tree, once I move from that spot to secure my transmitter and get ready to

start my search, I lose a bit of confidence in my original observation. Go back to where you were standing

and confirm with others as well. Most trees look alike, so having a confirmation point helps in getting the

right azimuth line.

Now we’ve hopefully narrowed down the search area. Subsequent articles will take a look at techniques

to assist in locating lost planes. These techniques will cover the topic from low-tech to hi-tech; marking

your search area, how to use your smartphone as a navigational tool, marking areas that you’ve

searched, examining lost plane devices and finally, how to conduct a drone search. Along the way, we’ll

make a few recommendations for some items to throw in your field box to help you along the way. Until

then, happy landings!

Action photos courtesy of Craig Weyandt
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Soldering Tips
By Tom Kempf

Quick Soldering Tips (12ga or smaller wire)
Wiring connectors, plugs, extensions, etc.

1. Use at least a 40-watt iron.
2. Apply soldering flux to both sides of the project.
3. With the iron, apply a drop of solder to both sides of

the project (It’s called ‘tinning’).
4. If using heat-shrink tube, slide it over the wire

before soldering, keeping it well away from the
joint.

5. Clamp both sides of the project so they’re touching.
Make sure there’s good overlap to make a secure
joint.

6. Put a drop of solder on the tip of the iron.
7. Touch the solder on the iron to the joint, and the

solder will flow through the joint in about 1 to 3
seconds.

8. Do not overheat!
9. Slide the heat-shrink tube over the joint and heat to

shrink.

Soldering bullet connectors

1. Drill a shallow hole in a block of
wood to hold the bullet connector
vertically with the open end up.

2. Apply flux to both the wire and the
connector.

3. Using the 40-watt iron, tin the wire
and put a drop of solder into the
open end of the connector.

4. Heat the connector to melt the
solder and insert the wire before it
cools.

5. Slide heat-shrink tube over the
connector and shrink it according to
whether it’s a male or female
connector.

Note: These are basic principles that can
be followed for virtually any soldering job.

Show and Tell, Tips and Techniques from the Members (cont.)
This section is for members to share their projects, lessons they have learned or techniques they have
developed with other members. If you have a tip or technique you would like to share, please send your input
to the editor: mdhobbs@bellsouth.net.

Aerobatic Clinic
By Mike Cohen

Aerobatic flight is an art that is a joy to watch and can be fun as the pilot with an understanding of aircraft
balance and trim, techniques, good planning and structured practice. Several members have expressed
interest in learning more about aerobatics. In response, we are planning an Aerobatic Clinic on Saturday
March 25th starting at 8:00 am with a weather make-up day planned on April 1st if needed. I am providing an
outline of the format for the Aerobatic Clinic detailed on the following pages. There are two rounds of “class”
time on the ground and two rounds of flying sessions. The total time for the clinic will be about 6.5 hours
including the Airmaster’s sequence. Right now, I have three aerobatic pilots lined up as the presenters/flight
coaches, Ron Ellis, Larry Kaufman, and myself and potentially two more presenters/flight coaches. I plan on
being at the club meetings between now and the Aerobatic Clinic on March 25th to discuss this information
and answer questions from everyone interested. Also, you can contact me by phone 734-478-7812 or email
precisionaero@hotmail.com.

What members should bring:

Your plane, can be any plane, but the largest fully/semi symmetrical airfoil, most aerobatic plane you have

would be best.

1. Pre-charged batteries

2. Pre-charged transmitter

3. Your radio’s instruction manual

4. Some stick-on weights and/or other ability to adjust your CG

mailto:mdhobbs@bellsouth.net
mailto:precisionaero@hotmail.com
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Show and Tell, Tips and Techniques from the Members (cont.)
This section is for members to share their projects, lessons they have learned or techniques they have
developed with other members. If you have a tip or technique you would like to share, please send your input
to the editor: mdhobbs@bellsouth.net.

Aerobatic Clinic (cont.)

Airmasters RC Aerobatic Instruction Day
Class time (60 min):

Snaps and Spins aside, just about everything else in aerobatics is a mixture of straight lines, partial/full

loops, and partial/full rolls. Rolls must be centered, radii must be equal, and lines before and after loop/roll

segments must be the same. Simple enough, right? Even flying straight and level, with no deviation in the

path, or “track” altitude is harder than it sounds AFTER we have really trimmed our airplane. The first

classroom and flight session is devoted to these basics. (FYI, I have Dave Patrick’s Aerobatics for Everyone

and plan to use it as a guide)

Talk through maneuver: The straight, horizontal line (10 min)

• Stick flying the straight, horizontal line with corrections (rudder, elevator, ailerons) while leaving the

throttle at 65%-85% stick position. Reinforce being 100 to 150 FEET out

Talk through maneuver: The straight, vertical line (10 min)

• Stick flying the straight vertical upline and downline with corrections (rudder, ailerons) while leaving the

throttle at 90% stick position upline and 0% downline

Talk through maneuver: The symmetrical loop (10 min)

• Stick flying the loop with corrections rudder and throttle inputs

Talk through maneuver: The roll (10 min)

• Stick flying the roll with rudder and elevator inputs while leaving the throttle at 65%-85% stick position

Talk thru the flight box for pattern: Talk about what it is, what it means (15 min)

CG check method description and stick flying (5 min): This is for mid and low wing airplanes only

1. Pull to a 45 upline.

2. Hold for 1 second

3. Roll to inverted

4. Hold for 1 second

5. Release any elevator

6. See what happens

Flying time (120 min):

1. Trimming while leaving the throttle at 65%-85%

stick position

2. Straight, horizontal line (several times)

3. Straight, vertical upline and down (several times)

4. Symmetrical loop (several times)

5. The roll (several times)

6. Adjust models/radio between coaching rounds
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Show and Tell, Tips and Techniques from the Members (cont.)
This section is for members to share their projects, lessons they have learned or techniques they have
developed with other members. If you have a tip or technique you would like to share, please send your input
to the editor: mdhobbs@bellsouth.net.

Aerobatic Clinic (cont.) – Airmasters RC Aerobatic Instruction Day 

Flying time (120 min): 

1. Trimming while leaving the throttle at 65%-85% stick position

2. Straight, horizontal line (several times)

3. Straight, vertical upline and down (several times)

4. Symmetrical loop (several times)

5. The roll (several times)

6. Adjust models/radio between coaching rounds

Class time (45 min):

Your first Contest (15 min):

1. How to find them

a. AMA Contest section of every magazine

b. NSRCA: NSRCA.us

c. IMAC: mini-iac.org

2. Who to contact: The CD

3. What to bring

a. Make a list, especially helpful if you have not been to a contest in a few months

b. The plane

c. Spare prop, plenty of batteries, charging equipment

d. Most places have power at the field.  For those that don’t, ask to borrow an extension cord off 

someone’s generator!

4. Watch and do not be afraid to ask questions

5. Expect to be nervous, we all are!

6. Other contestants WILL help you thru everything!

7. Be ready when it is your turn to go

8. Practice the AMA Sportsman Pattern (I will gladly help you!!!)

Airmasters Sequence with Stick fly explanation and questions (30 min):

1. Takeoff (U)

2. Free pass downwind and turnaround (D,T)

3. Straight Flight Out (U)

4. Half reverse Cuban 8 (T)

5. One horizontal roll (D)

6. Stall turn (T)

7. Two loops (U)

8. Landing (U)

BREAK FOR LUNCH!!!!!! (30 minutes)

Flight Time (120 min):

Airmasters Sequence refresher (10 min)
The Airmasters Sequence (whatever it takes)
Total time about 6.5 hours including the Airmasters sequence
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Airmasters RC Swap Meet
By Rusty Pieper

Thank you to the many Airmasters RC team members that supported the planning and execution of an
excellent Swap Meet. We hosted about 150 or more buyers and guests and our Treasurer, Geoff
Templeton, reported that 20 sellers paid the $5 fee, so we covered the cost of advertisement in the Model
Aviation magazine.

Show and Tell, Tips and Techniques from the Members (cont.)
This section is for members to share their projects, lessons they have learned or techniques they have
developed with other members. If you have a tip or technique you would like to share, please send your input
to the editor: mdhobbs@bellsouth.net.

I spoke to nearly all the sellers as well as most of the
Airmasters RC Club members and guests that participated
in the swap meet and they all were very happy. Some
made a lot of money too. All want us to do it again.

I really enjoyed the meet and want to thank
the club and everyone for putting it on. It was
an excellent team effort and the outcome,
I feel, was perfect!

Photos courtesy of Bret Givens, Geoff Templeton and Rusty Pieper
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Airmasters RC
The Members Make the Club!

Highlights: 

• Airmasters RC Club and AMA
memberships current to fly,
drive and vote.

• Airmasters RC membership
card and AMA card with you
when you are flying or
driving at the field.

• Take and pass the free, The
Recreational UAS Safety Test
(TRUST)

• Register with the FAA and
mark your aircraft

• Next meeting is Saturday
January 14th at 9:00 am

• Field maintenance workday
January 21st at 8:00 am

• Picnic/fun-fly March 18th

• Aerobatic Clinic is Saturday
March 25th at 8:00 am

• Sebastian Freedom Festival
on July 4th

• Looking for your ideas and
suggestions for a summer
event

• Invitational fun-fly notionally
scheduled for the fall.

• Leave only footprints
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